
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION: Donald Asselin gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member
Schue, Council Member BearCat.
Absent: Council Member Kinkade.

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Tina
Abriani, Town Clerk; Rondus Bennett, Utility Accounts Manager; Mindy Hunt, Finance
Assistant.

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Marilyn McFate spoke about the Citizens Organized for Public Service Program, COPS.

Jeron Mumme spoke about the possibility of the Colorado River Water Allotment Lease
extending to 50 years.

Shanana Rain Golden-bear announced the Hi Jolly Documentary would be held on
February 21, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the Q.I.A., free of charge. She also announced that the
TownWide Clean-Up would be held on February 16, 17 and 18. She said there would be
another Town Wide Clean-Up on May 4, 5 and 6.

Dan Heaton announced that Ted's Truck Stop has been sold and he read a snippet from
an article in the Parker Pioneer.

Dave Anderson, local resident and President of MylaPaz, spoke of his difficulties with an
unnamed Council Member's alleged actions, the Code Compliance Officer and Mr.
Anderson's properties in Town.

Mayor Simpson said Mr. Anderson's point was taken and that the Town would get this
matter resolved.
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Karey Amon spoke of the Municipal Utility Administrative Committee, its importance and 
its meetings. 

A man from the audience, that did not give his name, spoke about the Colorado River 
Water Allocation and his lack of awareness of the possibility of the lease running a second 
25-years after the first 25-years.

Town Attorney Goodwin explained it is a 50-year lease, but it is the option of the Town to 
terminate it after 25 years. 

PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS:

2. QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REVIEW (FY18 - Q2) - Council Member Warner will
give a Quarterly Financial Review presentation.

Vice Mayor Warner presented the Second Quarter Financial Status Report for Fiscal Year 
2017-2018. Some key facts from the presentation were as follows. 

• Second Quarter targets were met both in Revenue and Expenses.
• There was only one finding in the audit recently completed by Colby and

Powell. The finding was the Highway User Revenue Fund, HURF, debt
repayment.

• The remaining HURF debt is approximately $272,000.

3. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of January 23, 2018.

B. LEDGER OFACCOUNTS ANDPAYROLL PAID Consider for approval the
following check series: (Payroll) 42726-42737, 42764-42773 totaling
$143,398.40; (Accounts Payable) 42738-42761, 42774-42812 totaling
$68, 122.25; (Voided) 42762-42763 Printer Error.

Council Member BearCat moved to approve both A and B with one vote and Council
Member Swart seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried.

PUBLIC HEARING - CONTINUED FROM 01-23-2018:

4. PUBLIC HEARING (Continued from 01-23-2018) REGARDING possible
adoption of a Resolution authorizing the submission of Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) Section 5311 Application with Arizona Department of
Transportation (ADOT) and to designate the Town Manager, Finance Director and
Transit Manager the authority to sign all FTA Section 5311 related documents
including applications, certifications and assurances.
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Janet Collier, Transit Manager, asked the Council if they had any questions about the 
budgets in their packets. 

Council Member Swart asked a question about rounding up to whole numbers in the 
budgets. 

Transit Manager Collier responded that the numbers are automatically rounded. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the full-time 40-hour employee gets benefits and if they 
are included in the wages. 

Transit Manager Collier replied that one figure represents wages only and the employee 
gets full-time benefits on top of that. 

Council Member BearCat said she noted that Utilities and Facility Maintenance were not 
being paid. She asked what the security cameras were for. She noted that the amount of 
money that is being spent indicates there are expenses not being shown. 

Transit Manager Collier directed the Council's attention to the individual year budget 
pages, of which there were two; one being Fiscal Year 18-19 and the other Fiscal Year 
19-20. She said they are all broken out and that fringe benefits would be under Operations
for drivers.

Council Member BearCat asked about Facility Maintenance and Utilities because she 
saw nothing there. She commented that the Transit Department is using an office and the 
buses are fixed here. 

Transit Manager Collier replied the Utilities for the Transit Department and the land line as 
well as the cell phones are in the budget. 

Council Member BearCat asked about the electricity used by the Transit Department. 

John Andoh replied that historically, the electricity in the last two of years has not been 
charged to the Transit Department, which is why it was not included in the grant. 

Council Member BearCat asked about Facility Maintenance. 

Mr. Andoh responded that Facility Maintenance is combined in the Preventive 
Maintenance and he explained why it was included there. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked who John Andoh was. 

John Andoh responded that he is the contracted Transit Planner since 2013, helping the 
Town with transit planning and grants. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if Preventive Maintenance was preventive maintenance on the 
vehicles. 
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Mr. Andoh replied that it is, but it is also Facility Maintenance. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that they separated these differently because of the 
way it is funded for Capital versus Operational. 

Council Member BearCat asked about the security cameras. 

Transit Manager Collier explained that the security cameras are being applied for 
because they will give the Transit Department the ability to view what is going on inside 
the bus and outside the front of the bus. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the camera recording would stay within the camera 
system or if it was transmitted to Town Hall for viewing in real time. 

Mr. Andoh replied that it would be recorded utilizing DVRs and the DVRs could be 
downloaded to a local computer within Town Hall. 

Council Member BearCat asked how many buses would be using the cameras. 

Transit Manager Collier replied that all three buses would be equipped with the cameras. 

Mr. Andoh indicated the Town would pay a 10% match for the cameras with a 90% federal 
share. 

Mayor Simpson asked Transit Manager Collier to give a background and overview of the 
riders, where the Transit System goes and the route changes. 

Transit Manager Collier stated there are 97 year-round riders and 42 seasonal riders. She 
said a new Ride Guide was printed last week to reflect changes made to the transfer hub 
in Blythe from the old Kmart parking lot to Rite Aid in the center of downtown Blythe. She 
said changes were made to the Parker and Lake Havasu routes. 

Mayor Simpson asked if there is a transit review committee that would be able to keep 
timely meetings monthly or quarterly. 

Transit Manager Collier replied there is the Health and Development Services Board, 
which meets every third Thursday of the month and the Transit Advisory Committee which 
meets quarterly. She explained that the Transit Advisory Committee is made up of several 
different aspects of our community and is basically Transit's eyes and ears in the 
community. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked for information about Mr. Andoh's role as a consultant to the 
Town. 

Transit Manager Collier said Mr. Andoh answers all of the Transit questions that she has. 
She said Mr. Andoh has been in the transit industry for a number of years and is familiar 
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with all aspects of transit. She said he proofreads the grants for her to insure their
completeness.

Mayor Simpson asked if the Town is billed as needed and if the statements are itemized.

Transit Manager Collier said we do have that currently and the Town is in the process of
rewriting the contract to be on an as-needed basis with a limit of 50 hours per year.

Town Manager Ferguson told the Council they would have a copy of the contract and the
supporting documents, which will include a breakdown of the services, provided at a later
meeting.

Karey Amon, resident of the Town, said it appears to her that the Council does not have
enough information regarding the Transit System to make a decision.

Transit Manager Collier explained that it is Town Manager Ferguson who is in charge of
the day-to-day situations of the Town and he is onboard with and abreast of everything
that goes on. She said the Council learns through experience and questions and cannot
be aware of every single item of every single budget of every single department.

Jeron Mumme said he understood it is either Mr. Ferguson not doing his job in letting the
Council know or he thinks the Council does not need to know. He asked a question about
the federal money the Town receives or would receive for the Transit System.

Transit Manager Collier responded that would be funds for which the Town is applying.

Town Manager Ferguson suggested that all questions be directed to the Council.

Jeron Mumme asked if the Town could efficiently operate the Transit System without the
government's help.

Town Manager Ferguson indicated those are considerations that the Council has every
year with their budget in terms of prioritization because every year we look at revenue
streams. He said that if, for some reason, the Town lost the federal grant revenue, we
would address it at that time. He said sometimes cuts have to be made and programs
have to be eliminated. He said the General Fund could be used to keep the program
running, perhaps on a smaller scale, which is something to be addressed should the issue
occur.

Transit Manager Collier said if you look at the two-year budgets, the General Fund share
of both budgets is $49,000 and change. She explained that if the Town were to lose
federal funding, we would have to figure out a way to offer the Transit System within
General Fund use, which is what we used to do. She said we used to use about $85,000
of the General Fund for Transit each year and with this new change, we are down to
$49,000 per year.
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Jeron Mumme said he did not think it was a good idea to heavily rely on the government 
and urged the Council to vote no on the grant. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if it was correct that this grant covers both of these budget 
years. 

Transit Manager Collier replied yes. 

Mr. Andoh commented that the Arizona Department of Transportation, ADOT, does its 
grants in two-year increments. He said it would be the Town's third time applying within 
the ADOT cycle since 2013. 

Council Member BearCat said, according to the figures, it looks like the Town is doing 
roughly 33% of match, total. She said the other 66% would need to come from grants. 

Mr. Andoh replied yes, when you aggregate it. 

Transit Manager Collier said the current grant cycle expires in September of this year. 

Mayor Simpson asked who owns the vehicles. 

Transit Manager Collier replied the Town of Quartzsite owns one of the vehicles outright, 
the other two are on lien to ADOT and are a four-year/100,000-mile situation. She 
explained that once the vehicles get 100,000 miles on them, ADOT releases the lien to 
the Town, then the Town has a meeting with ADOT to look at what options are available 
with respect to what to do with the vehicles. 

Mayor Simpson said, if the grant was not approved, the vehicles under lien to ADOT 
would go back to ADOT. 

Transit Manager Collier said that was correct. 

Karey Amon said this is a Town of between two and three thousand and asked why a 
$100,000 budget is needed to run the transportation for a handful of people. She also 
commented that the Town is small and not a big city. 

Jeron Mumme asked the Council if this was the first time they have seen the budget and 
know of the problem we are having. He said if it is the first time, why has Mr. Ferguson 
not told the Council before now about it. He said if it is a two-year cycle, we knew it was 
coming up. He asked why we are waiting until the very last minute to try to pass it. 

Shanana Rain Golden-bear said she sits on the Transit Board and the Health and 
Development Board. She said she has been attending the Health and Development 
Board meetings since 2008 and they have always been overseeing the Transit. She said 
it is a volunteer board that is an advisory board to the Council. She said that as a citizen, 
she gets phone calls from people with challenges related to not enough transit opportunity 
in our community. She said it is not true that this is all new, the last minute and nothing 
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has been done until tonight. She also said that two weeks ago at this meeting, the matter
was brought up for a public hearing, the Council had questions, Transit Manager Collier
got the answers and is now presenting more information. She asked that folks that want
to learn more about Transit attend the Health and Development Board meetings. She
also spoke about the importance of the Transit System to the citizens of the Town.

Jeron Mumme commented that it is hard to go to the meetings if they are not held. He
said the last meeting did not meet.

Transit Manager Collier commented that she did not know what meeting was referenced
because we have not canceled any Health and Development Services Board meetings
and we have always had a quorum. She said we have the Western Arizona Council of
Governments (WACOG) and as part of that Council, we have to do five-year plan which
changes from time to time, depending on needs, throughout that five years. She explained
that the purpose of the five-year plan is so that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
can go to Congress and get the proper amount of funds to cover everyone's budgets and
requests. She explained that the FTA works with ADOT and WACOG to distribute the
funds through the grant cycles.

ML Andoh added that the application process for these funds every two years begins
generally in the December timeframe. This year, ADOT started it in mid-January and will
close it February 21, 2018. He said the Town has to coordinate its process with ADOT's
process.

Council Member Swart said the grants are provided to the communities to help fund things
that they cannot normally pay for. He said it is saving the Town about $100,000. He said
La Paz County is the poorest or second poorest in the Nation and is also the oldest
average age County in the Nation. He explained that the difficulty we have is the distance
people must go for services. He said he has knowledge about this issue because he has
been on WACOG for seven to eight years. He said if a majority of the people of this town
want us to not fund, through grants, the Transit System, then I would talk to my Council
Members and see if that is what we want to do. He said he knows a lot of senior citizens
and if we did not have transportation for them, they could not get to doctor offices and
shopping, among other things.

Mr. Andoh said the Town does get some funding from WACOG to subsidize senior
transportation.

Transit Manager Collier said we partner with WACOG's Area Agency on Aging and they
provide us funds to provide free bus rides for seniors who meet their requirements.

Dan Heaton commented that Council Member Swart mentioned Rainbow Acres. Mr.
Heaton said he is wondering if this is a Quartzsite Transit System or is this a La Paz
County Transit System. He said if it is a La Paz County Transit System, then how much
help are we getting from WACOG.
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Transit Manager Collier replied that this is a Town of Quartzsite Transit System, however, 
the residents of the Town of Quartzsite do not limit their existence to this town. She said 
they go to Blythe for groceries and the Veteran's Administration (VA); they go to Lake 
Havasu City for doctors and to the VA clinic there; they go to Yuma for lawyer services, 
the pharmacy, doctors, education, the VA clinic and groceries. 

Transit Manager Collier said Rainbow Acres and La Paz Valley residents can call for a 
ride because they are areas that we serve. She said we do not get money from La Paz 
County. 

Mayor Simpson announced that if a member of the audience wishes to speak, he or she 
should come to the microphone. 

Vice Mayor Warner said that under the 5310 Program that the Town was part of when 
she first became part of the Council, was only for the seniors. She asked if we go back to 
5310 or some other program, then would it be that we can only serve the seniors and not 
be able to serve the people that do not qualify as seniors. 

Transit Manager Collier said that was correct. The 5310 Program served the elderly and 
the disabled. She explained that under that program the public could not be served and 
the cost of the vehicles under that program was 50%. When we buy a 5311 Program 
vehicle, we do it at a 90/10 match, where the Town pays the 10%, so our $80,000 vehicle 
only costs the Town $8,000. 

Mayor Simpson indicated that two of the current Council, Vice Mayor Warner and himself, 
have been involved with this since the 5310 Program. He said it has grown and gotten 
better; we now can increase our ridership; we can generate a little revenue to help pay 
for it with the 5311 Program; we have newer vehicles; everything has greatly improved 
from the old system and at a greatly reduced cost. He said it comes down to, if we are 
going to have a transit system, this is the best that is available to us, or we do without it. 
He said there is no way we are going to get a less expensive system. He commented that 
when some Council Members ask questions, he said it does not necessarily mean they 
do not understand what is going on. Many times, the questions are asked to bring forth 
information for the audience. 

Council Member Schue asked Transit Manager Collier if she said La Paz County reduced 
their bus routes because of their budget. 

Transit Manager Collier responded that when the County had its rift, they laid-off the 
transit staff down to one driver and when they restructured and opened the service again, 
they were very limited to function within Parker. She said they cover the areas like Bouse 
and Salome; they do not cover Brenda anymore. She said they used to come to 
Quartzsite and they do not any longer. 

Council Member Schue said he attended that Supervisors meeting prior to the budget 
cut, and they probably had 60 elderly people that showed up for that. 
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Transit Manager Collier said that on Tuesday's when we go to Parker, we can move them
around. They are picked up at the Parker Senior Center.

Marilyn McFate commented that she has been here from the start of the very first vehicle
and the very first grant. She said the need in our area is tremendous. She said the only
bad thing she has seen in the last few years is that you have to hurry here and hurry
there. She said not enough attention is being paid to elderly people who are extremely
sensitive. She concluded by stating we need the Transit very badly.

Mayor Simpson closed the Public Hearing.

Vice Mayor Warner asked if the Council needed to have some action on this resolution to
meet the aforementioned February 21, 2018 deadline.

Town Manager Ferguson replied yes, we do.

BUSINESS:

5. RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION OF FTA SECTION 5311

APPLICATIONS - Review and possible adoption of a Resolution authorizing the
submission of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5311 Application with
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and to designate the Town
Manager, Finance Director and Transit Manager the authority to sign all FTA
Section 5311 related documents including applications, certifications and
assurances.

Council Member Swart moved to approve the resolution to authorize the submission of
FTA Section 5311 Application. Council Member Schue seconded the motion. The vote
was unanimous. Motion Carried.

6. PURCHASE OF COMPUTER HARDWARE & SOFTWARE - Consideration and
possible approval of purchase of computers, laptops, firewall, backup batteries,
hard drives, switches and other software for all departments. After going through
the process of a request for proposal, the company Executech was selected as
provider for these items.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that this is an item that was approved in the budget for
this year. He spoke of issues with the aged computers and software. He indicated the
computers that need to be replaced would be replaced, but not those that are still
working fine. He explained that it went out to bid and in the meantime, we had also hired
a new firm for servicing our computers throughout the year. He spoke of the bids and
the reasons Executech was chosen.

Mayor Simpson asked how many departments are served by these computers.

Town Manager Ferguson replied that almost every department is getting some new 
equipment.
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Vice Mayor Warner indicated that the paper she was looking at said there would be 23 
desktops that are eight gigabytes and one that was 16 gigabytes, but down a little 
further, it talks about one 24-inch monitor. She asked where the monitors are coming 
from for the other desktops. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that the existing monitors would be used. 

Council Member Schue asked what the interest is on the loan. 

Council Member BearCat said if she was not mistaken, the Town Manager was asking 
not to have the loan, but to purchase outright. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is our preference. 

Council Member BearCat said, so we do not care what the interest is on the loan. 

Council Member Schue said he would like to see how much the Town is saving. 

Town Manager Ferguson said his recollection is that over the four-year period, it is about 
$30,000. He said that since we have the funds available, we would like to just go ahead 
and purchase them. 

Council Member Swart asked Town Manager Ferguson what the final amount would be 
that he is asking the Council to approve. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the final amount is actually a little bit of a floating figure. 
He said he would give the Council the maximum amount. He explained that the part that 
floats is the installation, because until they get on site and start doing all the installation, 
they do not know exactly what we will be up against. He said the figure we are looking 
at paying outright would be a low of $56,768.31 or as high as $65,924.56. 

Council Member Swart asked if those figures applied if we go with Executech. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded, that is if we go with Executech. He said the other 
firm could not do the installation. 

Mayor Simpson noted there was no sales tax shown in the bid by Executech. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that it was included. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked a question about what a sonic firewall is and the difference 
in cost between the two bids. She also asked what brand of desktops would be 
purchased. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that Executech would custom build the desktops, 
using all brand name parts, but they will be giving us a better warranty. 
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Council Member BearCat said she wanted to answer the Vice Mayor's question on the 
firewall. She explained that many times it has to do with the software in the firewall and 
what it can do. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she was just wondering if 'sonic' was a brand name or if it was 
a type. 

Jeron Mumme asked if the Town could get a grant for the cost of it all. 

Town Manager Ferguson said grants typically for hardware and software are not 
available for a town, but they are for libraries and educational institutions. 

Jeron Mumme asked if any of the 23 computers would go to the Library. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he believed we are only looking at the towers for the 
Library. (The remainder of the response to Mr. Mumme's question was unintelligible.) 

Mayor Simpson closed the public comment. 

Vice Mayor Warner said her only opinion is that we ought to buy rather than do a loan 
because of the interest. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that Council Member BearCat pointed out the cost 
of the interest. He said the Town does have the funds and all we need to do is take it 
from the Contingency. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked how much would be left in the Contingency Fund. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that there would be no money left in that fund. 

Council Member Swart asked the Town Manager if he was given an estimate of how 
long it would take to build and install. 

Mindy Hunt, Finance Assistant, said it would be approximately two to three weeks. 

Council Member Swart said he was presuming that the 10 laptops and 10 docking 
stations were for the Police Department. 

Town Manager Ferguson told him that was correct. 

Council Member BearCat moved to purchase outright the Executech bid and have 
them install it as was discussed. Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Council Member Swart asked if the motion needed to include the price range. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said if they could add 'not to exceed' the higher amount that 
would be the best way to do it. 

Council Member Swart said we should put in there the low of $56,768.31 not to exceed 
$65,924.56. 

Council Member BearCat said she would modify her motion and Vice Mayor Warner 
seconded the modification. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that Mindy Hunt will be leaving the Town later this 
month. He said she did a great job and would really be missed. 

7. LOAN TO PURCHASE COMPUTER HARDWARE & SOFTWARE -
Consideration and possible approval of a loan to purchase proposed computers,
hardware, software and installation of all equipment and software.

Mayor Simpson announced this item was moot. 

8. WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES

A. Consideration and possible approval of the written report supporting an
increase in water and wastewater rates, fees and charges dated January
2018 prepared by Willdan/Economists.com and directing that it be filed in
the office of the Town Clerk and posted on the Town's website at least 30
days before the public hearing to consider the increased water and
wastewater rates, fees and charges.

B. Consideration and possible adoption of a Notice of Intention to increase
water and wastewater rates, fees and charges and setting April 24, 2018
as the date for a public hearing to consider on the proposed increased
rates.

Town Manager Ferguson announced that we are at a point where we need to move along 
with a process. He explained that we had a water and wastewater rate study that was 
completed by Willdan and was brought to the Council quite some time back. He said it 

was presented to the Council and presentations were made to the public. We had some 
meetings regarding it and a meeting over at the Community Center. He noted that we 
have taken some comments and we have made some revisions. Town Manager 
Ferguson indicated the study was updated with some ideas that came out of those 
meetings. He said now, what we have is the final financial plan that has to be presented 
to the public for review. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that we are really doing two things tonight, one is 
bringing this document out to the public and the other is to ask the Council to accept and 
adopt it as the financial plan that we are using to determine what direction we will go on 
our rates. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said this document will be published online, it will be available 
tomorrow and anyone will be able to go in and review it. He said the Town may have to 
charge for a copy because it is a large document. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there is a 60-day period once this is adopted tonight. He 
said we are also asking for a Notice of Intent to be passed. He explained that means the 
public is being given a notice that it is the intention of the governing body, after a 60-day 
period, to hold a public hearing and then make a determination within the guidelines of 
this plan as to which of the three alternatives the Town will go with. He noted the rates 
are listed in the Notice of Intent. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Council can, based upon input from the public, reduce 
those, but they may not be increased. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would suggest that we, as an administration, set up a 
couple of work sessions with the public as we did the previous one. He said maybe we 
could have one in March a('ld one in April. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that the public hearing had been set for April 24, 
2018. He said that at that meeting, we will have the individual who developed the study 
and the financial plan, but he would not be here for the other work sessions. 

Mayor Simpson asked how public comments would be handled. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that we would take input through the meetings and at 
Town Hall. He said formally, it is at the public hearing. He said we would try to offer some 
additional opportunities in that 60-day period. 

Council Member Swart asked if it would be practical to have a questionnaire form 
available in case someone could not make it to a meeting. 

Town Manager Ferguson said absolutely; we will draft one up. 

Vice Mayor Warner said what we are doing tonight is just accepting the report. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that is it. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said there are two parts to this agenda item; one is the report 
that the Council is accepting as supporting the proposed rates and the other is to adopt 
the Notice of Intention and that triggers its placement on the website as well as the 
publication. 

Council Member Schue asked when we can see the Rate Study on the Town website. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered tomorrow. 
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Dan Heaton said Municipal Utility Administrative Committee, MUAC, has not been able 
to have a quorum so all of these issues with Willdan have not been brought to the MUAC. 
He said, during public comment, one of the Council Members indicated that because of 
the confusion for number 2 and number 3 solutions, that she wanted to have that 
addressed. He said he wonders if that is part of the changes that Town Manager Ferguson 
is indicating. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that actually they are more technical changes than 
anything. He said the document is not significantly different from the first one that was 
given to us. He said there were some numbers that were shifted. 

Mr. Heaton asked how Town Manager Ferguson was made aware of the comments. 

Town Manager Ferguson said some of them took place at the meeting we had at the 
Community Center and some took place from people after the meeting. He said he only 
had three or four that were written and he believed that some went directly to Rondus 
Bennett, the Utility Accounts Manager. 

Council Member Swart moved to approve the written support that has been submitted 
from Willdan Economists and that we also have it published on the website and available 
for people to have through the Town and if there needs to be a fee to charge it just for 
costs and to adopt the Notice of Intention to increase water and wastewater rates, fees 
and charges and setting the public hearing to April 24, 2018. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION - An executive session pursuant to A.RS. § 38-
431.03(A)(4) for discussion or consultation with the Town Attorney in order to
consider its position and instruct the Town Attorney regarding the Town's position
regarding an amendment to the Employment Agreement with Jim Ferguson as the
Town of Quartzsite Town Manager and pursuant to A.RS. § 38-431.03(A)(1) for
discussion or consideration of employment and salary of the Quartzsite Town
Manager.

Council Member BearCat asked if both executive session items could be together in one 
executive session instead of splitting them up. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said you can if you want to. 

Council Member BearCat moved to adjourn to executive session and have both 
executive sessions together instead of splitting them up. Vice Mayor Warner seconded 
the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 8:56 p.m. 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: 9:30 p.m. 
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Mayor Simpson called the meeting back to order at 9:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat. 
Absent: Council Member Kinkade. 

10. TOWN MANAGER CONTRACT - Discussion and possible action on an
amendment to the Town Manager's contract.

Jeron Mumme asked why it took so long to get his contract signed and how much of the 
contract was changed. He also asked if he could get a copy of the new contract if it was 
passed tonight. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said she thought he could have a copy after the meeting. 

Mayor Simpson closed the public comment. 

Council Member Schue moved to accept the contract with the changes, the first 
amendment to the contract and Council Member Swart seconded the motion. The vote 
was unanimous. Motion Carried.

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION

• An executive session pursuant to A.RS.§ 38-431.03(A)(1) for discussion
or consideration of possible appointment to the Common Council:

• Donald L. Asselin
• Edward Foster
• Lynda Kay Goldberg
• Dan F. Heaton
• Paul Byron Range
• Janet Sheets

This Item was covered during the executive session preceding Item 10. 

12. APPOINTMENT OF A NEW COUNCIL MEMBER TO FILL THE VACANT SEAT

- Consider appointment of a Council Member to the Quartzsite Common Council
to fill a vacancy created by the resignation of Hal Davidson (whose term expires in
2018) until the next regularly scheduled election - Fall 2018.

1. APPOINTMENT OF A NEW COUNCIL MEMBER TO FILL THE

VACANT SEAT

• Donald L. Asselin
• Edward Foster
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• Lynda Kay Goldberg
• Dan F. Heaton
• Paul Byron Range
• Janet Sheets

2. SWEARING IN OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBER

Council Member Schue said there were many qualified candidates there and it is hard to 
choose. He indicated we have an election coming up next November and he said he 
hoped that those not appointed, run for office in our next scheduled election. 

Jeron Mumme urged the Council not to pick one of their friends like, he said, has been 
done in the past. 

Council Member BearCat said there is one person in this list that is highly qualified and 
in her opinion, above everyone else. She also said it does not mean the others cannot 
run and do not have qualifications. She said she just feels this one person has higher 
qualifications for this position at this time. 

Council Member BearCat moved to have Lynda Kay Goldberg appointed to the open 
seat and Council Member Swart seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

Mayor Simpson congratulated Lynda Goldberg and stated that she is now appointed to 
the Council position. He said she needed to be sworn in and there must be 
acknowledgement of the Open Meeting Law. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that before she could be seated, there is a criterion 
that 24 hours before taking the seat, she must read the Open Meeting Law. 

Mayor Simpson called to Lynda Goldberg to come forward. Because Ms. Goldberg did 
not hear what the Town Manager had said about the 24 hours, Mayor Simpson repeated 
it. 

Judge Shirley administered the Oath of Office to Lynda Goldberg. 

COMMUNICATIONS:

13. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson spoke about the County's work on their financing and their spending limit. 
He explained they are trying to make an adjustment to their spending limit. 

Mayor Simpson said there will be an election in May that will allow them to take care of 
the current year spending limit, then in November, there will another election that will 
allow them to make a permanent adjustment to their spending limit. 
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Mayor Simpson said they have the money to run the County but they do not have the 
authorization to spend it and pay the bills. He said it has nothing to do with increasing 
taxes; this is a base limit on the spending. 

Mayor Simpson spoke about robocalls being experienced nationwide. He warned against 
giving out any information on a call that comes to you. He advised hanging up on anyone 
that wants information or to verify information, because it is probably a scam. 

14. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Vice Mayor Warner said she was invited by Town Manager Ferguson to attend the RC 
Flyers Fun Fly last weekend. She said it was the radio-controlled airplanes at the Park 
where they have their little airport out there. She said it was an annual competition 
between the various radio flyers and it was a lot of fun with a lot of people from all over 
the Country. 

Vice Mayor Warner said it is something that she thinks we, as a Town, need to support. 

Council Member BearCat said to address the gentleman that was upset, basically he does 
not want to go by the laws and he does not want to go by the health codes. She said he 
is very upset because he is having to do that. 

15. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said the Town Wide Clean-Up is coming up this weekend. He 
said if you need help, give us a call at Town Hall and we will arrange to get out there and 
help you if at all possible. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Radio Operated event was really exciting with a 
tremendous turn-out. 

Town Manager Ferguson gave thanks to Dan Heaton for pointing out the sale of Ted's 
Truck Stop. 

16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

None. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:45 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 13, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on February 13, 2018. 
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I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 27th day of February 2018 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

< 

�1Jt aei;� 
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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